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ANNUAL MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY, 2nd February, 1955, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA. 
1. Announcement of election of Officers and Council for 1955. 
2. Admission of Fellows. 
3. Council’s Report. 
4. Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet. 
5. The President’s remarks. 
6. The President’s Address. 


7. Vote of thanks to the Officers. 


Tea will be served in the Library before the meeting. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 19TH JANUARY, 1955. 


Professor P. A. Buxton, C.M.G., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 
Present: 110 Fellows and 28 Visitors. 


The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Ist December were confirmed 
and signed by the President, subject to the amendment of lines 45 and 46 of 
page 45 (Miss Longfield’s comment on Mr. Gardner’s exhibit) so that they read : 


“‘ Miss Longfield congratulated Mr. Gardner on establishing beyond doubt that 
migrescens and migrifemur were good species, the former in the British Isles and 
the latter in Madeira.” 


The names of the following candidates for election were read for the first 
time: Dr. George E. Ball; Mr. Russell Badham ; Mr. Alexander Claude Brown ; 
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Mr. Derek Bryce; Mr. William E. Collinson; Mr. Dale Latham Jackson ; Mr. 
George Arthur Turner Jeffs; Mr. Alan Pringle; Professor V. Tirumala Rao ; 
Mr. Arthur Lewis Read ; Mr. David Mason Robinson ; Mr. Tudor C. E. Thomas ; 
Mr. Richard Arthur Tribbeck. 


For the second time (taken as read): Dr. Carlos d’Andretta, Jr. : 
Mr. Saiyid Abdul Aziz; Mr. James T. Davey; Miss Shahzaman Husain, M.Sc. ; 
Mr. Maheshwari Prasad Singh; Mr. Bryan David Smith; Mr. Gerald Ernest 
Woodroffe. 


The Secretary read the names of the following newly elected Fellows of the 
Society : Mr. Charles Gilbert Benson, Argyle House, Argyle Road, Southborough, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent ; Mr. John Edward Vivian Davis, Department of Entom- 
ology, Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, Herts. ; Mr. John Bernard 
Ford, 7, Hungerford Avenue, Slough, Bucks.; Miss Elizabeth Helen Hayton, 
Imperial College Hostel, Prince Consort Road, South Kensington, London, 
S8.W.7; Mr. Graham Stuart Lawrence, 124, Tootswood Road, Bromley, Kent ; 
Mr. Kenneth Oldham, 35, Glossop Road, Gamesley, Glossop, Derbyshire; Mr. 
William Alexander Sands, 26, Leigh Road, Leyton, London, E.10; Mr. Michael 
Service, 1, Grange Avenue, South Norwood, London, 8.E.25; Mr. Kenneth 
Charles Side, 107, London Road, Stone, Dartford, Kent; Mr. Lionel Roy Taylor, 
5, Manor House, Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, Herts. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the library since the last meeting. 


The Secretary read for the second time the nominations for Officers and 
Council for 1955. 


Mr. C. G. Benson, Miss E. M. E. von Bertele, Mr. R. Chandhuri, Mr. J. R. 
Chiswell, Major C. F. Cowan, Mr. M. P. Gooseman, Miss E. H. Hayton, Mr. 
G. S. Lawrence, Mr. F. Moriarty, Mr. C. R. Ribbands, Mr. W. A. Sands, Mr. M. 
Service, and Mr. E. W. Valentine signed the Obligation Book and were admitted 
Fellows of the Society. 


Professor P. A. Buxton exhibited some drawers from an old insect cabinet 
which had been in his family for many years, probably since 1830. He said that 
if that date could be established the cabinet would be interesting because of its 
age, and particularly because the drawers are provided with camphor cells. 
It did not give the impression that it was a first experiment, but rather that it 
was an accomplished piece of work made on a standard model already familiar. 
There was a note on the back of the cabinet, stating that it and the insects had 
been bought for John Henry Buxton who died in 1830. That in itself was not 
absolutely convincing for the writer of the note (Alfred F. Buxton, born 1854, 
died 1952) must have been relying on a verbal tradition. The family had no 
written records about it. 


The cabinet itself supplied little information. There was no maker’s name on 
cabinet or lock. The screws in the cabinet and the lock were handmade, perhaps 
signifying a date before 1850. 


Mr. Francis Watson, Assistant Director of the Wallace Collection, had pointed 
out that the very simple mouldings gave little clue to the date of the cabinet ; 
they suggested that it was made before the middle of the nineteenth century. 
as did the brass fillet which acts as a door flange. 


The cabinet contained a miscellaneous collection of insects (and a few spiders, 
crayfish, etc.), all on pins of the old hand-made type. None of the insects 
possessed data ; it was not known where they were collected, or by whom. 
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; Professor Buxton asked, assuming the date of 1830, whether this was excep- 
tionally early for a cabinet made specially for insects, with drawers with camphor 
cells. He asked for information about other cabinets, of an earlier date. 


Mr. Classey suggested that the cabinet itself was an early Gurney cabinet 
made some time after 1860 but that the pins were of an earlier date. 


Mr. Riley remarked that cabinets made for the British Museum at the beginning 
of the last century had camphor cells of the same type. 


The Honorary Secretary on behalf of Mr. D. G. Sevastopulo read the following 
observation on the communication made by Dr. P. J. L. Roche at the meeting 
held on 3rd November (Proc. R. ent. Soc. Lond. (C) 19 : 39). 


“ Dr. Roche’s surmise regarding the food-plant of Mylothris chloris is undoubt- 
edly correct. I have frequently found larvae of the Uganda subspecies of this 
insect, clarissa, on Loranthus spp. growing on various host trees. The larvae 
here are gregarious, resting in a group on a carpet of silk and laying down a ribbon 
of silk when moving, but I have never found a batch resting far from their food, 
although they may rest on the branch from which the Loranthus is growing.” 


Dr. D. B. Long remarked that the larvae of Pieris brassicae also lay down 
carpets of silk on which they rest when not feeding. 


Dr. J. L. Cloudsley-Thompson exhibited a series of lantern slides of photo- 
graphs showing the eclosion of young scorpions, Euscorpius flavicaudis (Deg.). 
He said that scorpions are ovo-viviparous but are born enveloped in a chorion 
or membrane. According to J. H. Fabre (1907, Souvenirs entomologiques, Sér. 9, 
Paris) in the species Buthus occitanus (Am.) and Euscorpius flavicaudis (Deg.) 
the young are freed from this by their mother. G. Mingaud (1905, Bull. Soc. 
scr. nat. Nimes 23: 168) has denied that this occurs in B. occitanus, while A. 
Serfat & M. Vachon (1950, Bull. Mus. Hist. nat., Paris (2) 22 : 215) state that in 
the Afghanistan species Buthotus alticola (Pocock), the young free themselves. 
However, J. A. Waterman (1950, Caribbean Med. J. 12: 167) confirms Fabre’s 
opinion, with respect to the West Indian T7%tyus trinitates (Pocock) and adds that 
the mother devours the chorion after liberating her young. Dr. Cloudsley- 
Thompson continued that, although both an Italian Huscorpius germanus (C. L. K.) 
and E. italicus (Hrbst.) had produced young in his laboratory, on each occasion 
the new born babies were not noticed until they had gained the shelter of their 
mother’s back and no trace of chorion could be seen (Cloudsley-Thompson, J. L., 
1951, Ent. mon. Mag. 86: 105; 1955, Naturalist, in press). Recently Mr. E. A. 
Robins had very kindly given him this collection of lantern slides of his unpub- 
lished photographs, some of which were of particular interest because they 
show the young of E. flavicaudis simultaneously freeing themselves by lacerating 
the membranes that surround them. Fabre’s observations on this species and 
on B. occitanus therefore require further confirmation. 


Mr. J. D. Bradley showed lantern slides and a colour film specially made for 
the Society during his recent visit to Rennell Island. Professor V. G. Dethier 
(a visitor) showed two films illustrating techniques employed in studying the 
chemical senses of insects. 

Abstracts of these papers appeared on pages 41-42. 

E. B. BRITTON, Honorary Secretary. 


The next meeting will be held on 2nd March at 5.30 p.m. 


‘ D2 
ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


Presented. 


Report of the Siath Commonwealth Entomological Conference, Tth-16th July, 1954. 
8vo. London. 1954. [Commonwealth Institute of Entomology. } 


Purchased. 
Bechyné, Jan. Welcher Kafer ist das? Sm. 8vo. Stuttgart. 1954. 
Crompton, John. Ways of the ant. 8vo. London (Collins). 1954. 


Fauna of U.S.S.R. (New Series). 40. Buartipar. By G. Ya. Bei-Bienko. 
1950. 42. Oreyipar. By H. V. Kozhanchikov. 1950. 44. ALLECULIDAE 
subfam. Omopuimnar. By D. A. Ogloblin and D. V. Znoiko. 1950. In 
Russian. 


Hanstrém, Bertil. Inkretorische Organe, Sinnesorgane und Nervensystem des 
Kopfes einiger niederer Insektenordnungen. K. svenska VetenskapsAkad 
Handl. (3) 18 (8), 1940. 


Medvedev, 8. H. Larvae of Lamellicornia of U.S.S.R. Keys to the Fauna of 
USS.R. 47. 1952. In Russian. 


Morley, Derek Wragge. The evolution of an insect society. 8vo. London (Allen 
& Unwin), 1954. 


Thienemann, August. Chironomus. Large 8vo. Stuttgart. 1954. Die Binnenge- 
wisser XX. 


West, Luther 8. The housefly. Its natural history, medical importance and control. 
8vo. Ithaca, N.Y. & London (Constable), 1951. 


In addition, separates have been presented by Mr. D. K. McE. Kevan; Dr. 
Jean Leclercq; Monsieur H. Stempffer; Professor V. B. Wigglesworth, C.B.E., 
F.R.S.; Mr. W. Szumkowski; Mr. N. C. E. Miller; Stations fédérales d’essais 
agricoles, Lausanne; Mr. M. C. Mossop; Dr. J. Carayon ; and Mr. H. G. Morgan. 
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